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INTRODUCTION

Sri Lanka recognizes the inherent right to gender equality and women’s empowerment and places equality
between women, men, girls, boys and gender minorities as a key aspect of development. Women
comprise 51% of the population of Sri Lanka. Girls make up similar numbers among children under 18
years of age. There is no national level data available on gender minorities.

Sri Lanka commits to the empowerment of women and girls recognizing inherent inequalities,
marginalization and discrimination faced by women and girls in all spheres of life. Women's status in Sri
Lanka is complex displaying positive achievements and negative situations. As a result Sri Lanka is being
placed 75th among 132 countries in the world Gender inequality index which measures gender disparity
in countries.

Article 12(2) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka promulgated in 1978 sets out the principle of non-
discrimination on the ground of sex. Article 12 of the Constitution guarantees the right to equality before
the law and equal protection of the law for all persons, and commits that no citizen shall be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, religion, language, caste, sex, political opinion, place of birth or any one
of such grounds. The Constitution further provides for affirmative action committing that Constitutional
provisions on equality shall not prevent special provision being made, by law, subordinate legislation or
executive action, for the advancement of women, children or persons with disabilities [Article 12(4)].

Sri Lanka is signatory to key United Nations (UN) Conventions and International Human Rights Treaties
which have committed to gender equality and women’s empowerment. Sri Lanka, in 1981 ratified the UN
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). Sri Lanka is also
signatory to a number of other international Conventions including the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which clearly
distinguish discrimination on the grounds of sex as a violation of human rights. In 1993 Sri Lanka signed
the Vienna Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women setting out the country’s focused
commitment to combat gender based violence. Sri Lanka’s commitments to the United NationsUN
Security Council Resolution 1325 and the Child Rights Convention has advanced the country’s
commitments to gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. Sri Lanka further commits
to the attainment of Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal
call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and
prosperity.

The State commitment to issues particular to women came about during the United Nations Decade for
Women (1975 to 1985) and specifically as a result of the International Women'’s Year in 1975. The key
policy document on women’s empowerment in Sri Lanka is The Women’s Charter formulated in 1993. The
Sri Lanka Women's Charter was drafted and adopted by the State in March 1993 and is the main policy
statement by the State regarding the rights of women, expressing the States' commitment to remove all
forms of discrimination against women and address crucial areas relevant to women.

Since 1978 Sri Lanka has ensured a ministerial portfolio committed to women’s empowerment. The most
significant introduction to State machinery to work towards the rights of women made by the Charter was
the setting up of the National Committee on Women(NCW) as the monitoring arm of the Charter. The
National Committee on Women, a Presidential Committee, is facilitated by the provisions of the Charter.
The mandate of the NCW falls into three broad categories, to entertain, scrutinize, and take action against,
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complaints of gender discrimination, to promote research into gender issues and to advise the Minister
in charge of Women's Affairs when advice is sought or when the National Committee on Women considers
it necessary. However, the lack of statutory recognition of the Women’s Charter denies it the legal,
administrative and authoritative recognition and the rightful power to effect and monitor
implementation.

The purpose of the gender equality and women’s empowerment Policy is to establish a framework to
guide and standardize the development of laws, policies, programs and mechanisms. The policy aims to
ensure equal rights and opportunities for Women and girls in all spheres and structures of government as
well as in the public and private workplace, community, family and within the civic space. The Policy
recognizes to achieve gender equality the participation and engagement of men and boys is critical in
addressing development challenges

A number of national policies and action plans impact on gender equality and women’s empowerment.
Gender considerations integrated in these policies provide the policy framework to achieve gender
equality and women’s empowerment. In addition to the Women’s Charter, other women focused policies
and actions plans include the National Plan of Action on Women (1996) stemming from the Beijjing
Platform for Action, the Policy Framework and National Plan of Action to address Sexual and Gender-
based Violence in Sri Lanka (2016), the Plan of Action Supporting the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act
(2005) and Chapter on Women'’s Rights in the National Human Rights Action Plan (2017-2021). Key policies
that integrate gender equality and women’s empowerment include the National Policy on Decent Work
in Sri Lanka (2006), the National Labour Migration Policy (2009), and the Legal Aid Policy (2016). All these
policy frameworks and action plans are in the process of being reviewed.

The legal system in Sri Lanka comprises a collection of codified and uncodified forms of law comprising a
combination of Roman-Dutch law, English law, and personal laws (Kandyan law, Thesavalamai and Muslim
law). The Penal Code recognizes several specific instances that strengthen the State’s protection of the
physical integrity of women and girl children. Laws governing labour and employment, laws governing
marriage and family relations, laws on land and property are largely gender neutral with selected gender
responsive positive provisions. However, despite affirmative constitutional guarantees of gender equality,
the legal framework taking a predominantly gender-neutral approach, with a few proactive legislations
that addresses issues of gender equality and women’s empowerment, most laws contain no special
measures to ensure gender equality and women's empowerment, and have at times served to overtly
discriminate against women and gender minorities.

RATIONALE

Gender equality is a fundamental human right which is also a necessary foundation for a prosperous,
peaceful, and sustainable country. The Government of Sri Lanka recognizes the need for commitment and
bold actions to accelerate progressive development of the country. As such, affirmative action is needed
to ensure the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedom on the basis of equality. The Policy
shall guide the transformative shift required to ensure rights are a reality for all equally and in addressing
issues in all its facets, capturing emerging challenges and making women and men equal partners of
sustainable development which is critical for the future of Sri Lanka.



It is noted that gender inequalities are deeply rooted, and gender-stereotyping continues to be reflected
in the roles, responsibilities and identities of women and men. In this context the Policy aims to create
an enabling environment in which women and gender minorities can fully enjoy their rights while
contributing to national development.

Significant changes have occurred in the field of technology and the economy which has transformed the
socio-cultural milieu of the country having positive and negative impacts on women and gender
minorities. Consequently, new gender issues have emerged especially for women affected by the war,
along with environmental issues such as natural disasters which have great bearing on their
empowerment and enjoyment of equal rights.

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy will establish a framework to guide and
standardize the development of laws, policies, programs and mechanisms. Furthermore, the policy aims
to ensure equal rights and opportunities for women in all spheres and structures of government as well
as in the public and private workplace, community, family and within the civic space.

Vision:

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment is to create a country that provides
for and guarantees gender equality, equal opportunity and equitable justice for all.

Mission:
The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment is to promote gender equality and

ensure the protection for all women, men, girls, boys and people of non-binary gender identities from all
forms of discrimination.
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POLICY STATEMENT

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy envisions a just society where equality
of women and men and gender minorities is upheld, all women, men and gender minorities enjoy
fundamental rights and freedoms, and both women ,men and gender minorities are able to realize their
full potential and participate equally and equitably in and benefit from democracy and development both
in public and private life.

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy aims to create a culture of non-
discrimination and respect for human rights by eliminating all forms of discrimination against women,
girls, men, boys and gender minorities and to ensure equal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, and all other spheres.

Therefore:

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the adoption of policy,
legislative and institutional frameworks for gender equality and women’s empowerment;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the de-jure and de-facto
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedom by women on equal and equitable basis with
men in all political, economic, social, cultural, civil and all spheres;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the recognition, addressing
and redressing of all forms of discrimination against women including the strengthening of legal systems
aimed at the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women);

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the equal and equitable
access to participation and decision making of women and gender minorities in social, political and
economic life of Sri Lanka;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the equal and equitable
access of women and gender minorities to health care, quality education at all levels, career and
vocational guidance, productive employment, engagement in entrepreneurship and businesses, equal
remuneration, occupational health and safety, recognition of women’s role in care work, social security
and public office;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the changing of
discriminatory, disempowering and exclusionary societal attitudes and community practices through
active participation and involvement of both men and women;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the mainstreaming of
gender and women's empowerment perspective in all spheres of development in Sri Lanka;

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the building and
strengthening of partnerships with all relevant stakeholders including civil society actors, and national and
international development partners to ensure equal and equitable benefits;



The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall recognize the impact on and
responses for women during instances of disaster and other unforeseeable circumstancesand shall
ensure gender equality and women’s empowerment and the protection and welfare of the marginalized
communities of women and girls and gender minorities in disaster risk mitigation and management;

Ultimate outcome:
The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy shall ensure the realization of the vision

and commitments of the Policy through timely, strategic interventions at all levels, within all sectors, and
through multi-sectoral collaboration to address thematic areas relevant across sectors.

The National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy recognizes ‘gender’ as a
concept that encompasses masculinities and femininities, creates identities of women and
men, the relations between these identities, and the structural context that create and
reinforce power relations.

The overarching focus of the National Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy
will be on Non-discrimination and the promotion of Substantive Equality through ensuring
equality of opportunity, equality of access to opportunity, and equality of benefits, results
and outcomes that facilitate equal power distribution, ensure freedom and protection from
violence in the personal, social, political, economic and cultural spheres and strengthen
women’s agency.
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KEY PRINCIPLES

GENDER EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION:

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment of Sri Lanka is founded upon the
fundamental principle of Equality for All enshrined in the Constitution of Sri Lanka, commitments to
international convention, treaties and national policies and action plans, and recognizes gender and
gender equality within the broad framework of equality of rights and respect for human dignity.

e The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment aims to promote substantive
equality through a dual approach of gender mainstreaming in all areas and strategic action on
empowerment, and the advancement of women, girls, marginalized men and gender minorities,
to ensure that all persons enjoy fundamental human rights and rewards of democracy on a basis
of equality of women, men and gender minorities which include Temporary Special Measures and
Affirmative Action.

e The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment commits to the principle of
Equality, the Principle of Non-Discrimination, and the Principle of State Obligation and takes a
conceptual stand on equal voice, equal participation and agency of all women, men and gender
minorities.

e The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment commits to the principle of
multi-sectoral collaboration given the nature of the issue being crosscutting and all sectoral
policies and programmes in development and humanitarian settings need to ensure gender
equality and equity.

e The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment commits to ensuring that all
laws, policies, programmes and interventions challenge harmful social and gender norms and
enforce equitable power relationships.

e The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment commits to the principle of
effective and efficient governance mechanism and adequate resources and budget allocations for
implementation of the policy to advance the rights of women and gender minorities.

® The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment commits to the principle ofa
whole-of-Government approach to advance gender equality and women’s empowerment.
Realizing gender equality needs to ensure the responsibility and accountability of all sectors
across all structures.

POLICY COMMITMENTS

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment provides a framework for policy
commitments for ten (10) years from 2023-2033with immediate objectives (2023-2025), intermediate
objectives (2026 - 2030) and long-term objectives (2023 - 2033) to ensure:



* The realization of the government’s commitment to ensure an enabling policy environment for
gender equality and women’s empowerment.

* Gender equality and women’s empowerment considerations, standards and norms are
effectively integrated into all aspects of national policies, programs and projects.

¢ Elimination of all forms of discrimination against women and gender minorities by strengthening
legislation, policies programs, institutions and communities.

* Increase women’s participation in the social, cultural, political and economic spheres, including
the institutions of governance.

e Transform discriminatory societal attitudes, behaviors and values in relation to eliminating
gender-stereotypes.

e Strengthening institutional frameworks for the advancement of the status of women as well as
achieving gender equality.

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment is presented under seven key
thematic areas.

Thematic Area 01: Identity and Autonomy

Thematic Area 02: Economic Empowerment and Productive Employment
Thematic Area 03: Social Equality and Empowerment

Thematic Area 04: Environment and Disaster Management

Thematic Area 05: Equality in Decision-making

Thematic Area 06: Access to Justice, Peace and Security

Thematic Area 07: Freedom from Gender-based Violence

Thematic Area 08: Children — with special focus on The Girl Child

Annex: Key considerations of thematic areas

Each thematic area mainstreams the following issues: aged women, women living with disabilities,
gender minorities nd women with non-binary identities, rural women, women of all marital status and
women heads of households.

Responding to COVID-19 and economic crisis: Situations of disaster affect women and men differently,
further exacerbating existing inequalities faced by women and girls and other marginalized groups such
as persons with disabilities and those in extreme poverty. The COVID-19 pandemic and economic crisis
(2022) in Sri Lanka have a serious impact on human rights. Prolonged disrupted movement, access to
food and healthcare, education and other spheres of people’s lives has severely affected people with
anxiety, depression, ilinesses, malnourishment of all including children, pregnant women and lactating
mothers and increase in gender based violence especially domestic violence during prolonged periods
of being confined to homes have created multiple needs of all people, especially women, girlsand gender
minorities that have to be urgently addressed.
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Thematic Area 01: ldentity and Autonomy

Policy Commitments

e Ending gender-based stereotyping, cultural and religious prejudices and institutionalized
discrimination impacting on women'’s identity and autonomy.
e Enabling equal rights to citizenship and nationality.

Policy Objectives

® To ensure the prevention of discrimination faced by women and girls, and gender minorities due
to gender stereotyping and cultural and religious prejudices and the institutionalizing of such
through legislation and administrative practices.

e To ensure that women share the equal right to acquire, change and retain nationality, confer
nationality on children and freedom to exercise franchise.

Strategies

1. Create awareness on discriminatory gender ideologies and patriarchal beliefs and attitudes for
transformative change towards equality of women and gender minorities.

2. Promote law reform to change discriminatory laws that deny equality for women and discriminate
against gender minorities.

3. Revise administrative procedures to enable the transfer of nationality to marriage partners by
women and men.

10



Thematic Area 02: Economic Empowerment and Productive

Employment

Policy Commitments

Ensuring equal participation of men, women and gender minorities in the country’s economic
development and equal enjoyment of equitable benefits from economic engagement and
empowerment.

Policy Objectives

To increase women’s participation in the formal employment sector and recognize the
contribution of women working in the informal sector and women’s role in care work.

To ensure equal opportunities and benefits, legal safeguards, access to training, skill development
and digital innovation, special protections and access to social security for all women and gender
minorities in the formal and informal employment sectors including, estate, migrant domestic
and home based workers.

Strategies

Implement all gender equality provisions enshrined in all labour related policies including the
National Decent Work Policy.

Adopt monitoring, grievance redressal and remedial mechanisms to address all forms of gender-
based discrimination against women and gender minorities.

Adopt legislation and resultant legal and rights protection for workers in the informal economy in
Sri Lanka and for migrant workers.

Create awareness including legal awareness among women and gender minorities leading to
activism and advocacy on labour and employment rights to change discriminatory gender
ideologies, practices and patriarchal beliefs and attitudes that marginalize against women and
gender minorities in the workplace.

Improve national data and statistics to include the informal sector work as productive work,
placing a monetary value on the contribution to the economy.

11



Thematic Area 03: Social Equality and Empowerment

3.1. Education

Policy Commitments
e Ensuring equal, equitable and gender responsive access to education for women and girls
including adult education

- Policy Objectives
28 e To ensure a gender responsive education system comprising of institutional mechanisms,

curricular and teaching techniques from primary to higher education and vocational education in
all sectors.

I To ensure vocational education and training for women and gender minorities.

i To ensure access to adult education for women.
I e To ensure the elimination of disadvantages faced by women due to poverty, geographic location,
o ethnicity, religion, disability and gender stereotyping.

we ® To ensure the inclusion of comprehensive sexual and reproductive health education as part of
11 general education.

e

Strategies

=

] 1. Conduct a gender assessment of resource and implement the General Education Sector
Development Plan (2020 - 2025).

1 2. Conduct a Gender Equality Review of education curricular including textbooks and teaching
methods to actively incorporate aspects that change stereotyped gendered norms and attitudes
in society including the current curricula for adult education, vocational education and
comprehensive sexual health education

Review functional literacy centres, community learning centres and vocational training centres to
increase access to women and gender minorities through proactive measures to promote adult
learning for all.
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3.2. Health

Policy Commitments

Enabling universal access to the highest attainable standard of health care information and
services including preventive and curative services to ensure the physical, mental, nutritional and
reproductive health of all women throughout their lifecycle.

Enabling women’s right to control their reproductive and bodily integrity.

Enabling the sexual and reproductive health and rights of all persons, free of coercion,
discrimination and violence.

Policy Objectives

e To ensure universal access to health care information and services, including reproductive health
services, mental health services and services related to addressing communicable and non-
communicable diseases.

e To ensure holistic interventions to improve women'’s overall health and wellbeing to enrich their
quality of life by considering complex and evolving social norms and emerging challenges.

Strategies

1. Improve health policies and family policies to ensure a lifecycle approach which focus equally on
men and women and ensure men’s involvement in the promotion of gender equality and the
wellbeing of women, family, and the households.

2. Initiate health policies that recognize the importance and limitations in access to health by gender
minorities and implement such to ensure access to sensitive health services for all.

3. Promote opportunities for women for a healthy lifestyle, recreation, leisure, and overall wellbeing
practices to ensure mental, physical, and social wellbeing.

4. Integrate gender concerns and reproductive health and rights into national strategies and
programmes addressing education, health, disability and employment.

5. Create support mechanisms to ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health rights
education, information and services in a scientifically accurate, age appropriate, gender and
culturally sensitive manner.

6. Promote law reform to ensure women'’s right to their bodily integrity and sexual and reproductive
health rights. To prohibit harmful practices such as female genital mutilation/cutting and
decriminalize the abortion seeker to enable access to safe legal abortion under medical
supervision not only in cases in which the life of the pregnant woman is threatened, but in all
cases of rape, incest, and severe foetal impairment.

7. Strengthen physical and mental health sector response to address all forms of gender-based
violence and violence against women across all ages.

8. Establish social care systems to respond to issues of aging women for long-term care, palliative
treatment, mental health services-and psychological support.

9. Ensure multi-sectoral engagement in addressing health issues including nutritional issues, and
communicable and non-communicable diseases.

10. Create awareness on the removal of harmful gender and social norms that negatively impact on

the health and wellbeing of the population.

13
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3.3. Basic Needs

Policy Commitments
e Ensuring the right to basic needs for a full and productive enjoyment of life.

Policy Objectives

® To ensure measures to eradicate poverty.

e To ensure food security.

e To ensure access to clean water and optimal levels of sanitation and hygiene.

® To ensure adequate housing and address land issues including land ownership and landlessness.

Strategies

Poverty

1. Review and engender the State poverty alleviation policy to ensure equality for all women, men
and gender minorities devoid of political patronage.

2. Strengthen the government’s capacity to analyze the situation and respond to the needs of poor
women, men and gender minorities.

3. Support the government’s efforts to collect monitoring and evaluative data on the impact of
poverty alleviation and poverty reduction programs on women and gender minorities.

4. Promote the development of self-employment schemes for women and for gender minorities,
especially rural women already working in agriculture, women living in urban poor areas and
gender minorities relegated to selected areas of employment and income generation to augment
income levels.

5. Enable access to credit along with initiatives to improve financial literacy for women and gender
minorities.

Food security

Mainstream women and gender minorities in terms of decision-making, access to benefits and equal and
equitable participation in the government’s food security programmes especially during economic crises.

Water, sanitation and hygiene
Conduct a gender and social inclusion analysis of sector-specific strategic documents such as the National

Drinking Water Policy, the National Sanitation Policy, and the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Policy
and provide technical guidance to ensure strategic mainstreaming of women and excluded communities.

14



Shelter - housing and landlessness

1. Conductagender and social inclusion analysis of the National Housing Policy and provide strategic
recommendations to include women and excluded communities at all levels including at the
decision-making level.

2. ldentify lagging sectors and provide affirmative action through dedicated approaches to ensure
access to land and housing ownership and access to related services of decent living conditions,
access to safe water and sanitation and access to credit to facilitate land and housing ownership
to all excluded communities.

3.4. Media
Policy Commitments

e Enabling the full participation and access of women to media and information and communication
technologies, as well as their impact and use as an instrument for the advancement and
empowerment of women, girls and gender minorities.

Policy Objectives

e To ensure equal enjoyment of all forms of gender-sensitive and gender-responsive media.
e To promote the full participation and active engagement of women in media including in careers
and institutions.

Strategies

1. Create a National Policy on Women and Media that takes a holistic approach to increase women'’s
voice, participation and role in all forms of media, address stereotyping and exploitation of
women and create formal strategies to address violence against women in the media.

2. Revise and implement the Charter for Gender Equity for Media and Journalism in Sri Lanka
(adopted in 2006} as an annex to the National Policy on Women and Media.

3. Enhance women’s access to mainstream and social media as equal active participants through
awareness raising, training and affirmative action.

4. Sensitize all media institutions with widely accessible sensitization programmes for social media,
on gender equality and empowerment of women, girls and gender minorities through research
led evidence based curricular development, expert technical guidance and collaborations with
educational institutions and non-governmental actors including women’s organisations.

w

Provide access to the media industry for rural and urban women through vocational skills
training in the media including in technology for digital media.

6. Mandatory and regular training for all media personnel on legal literacy, gender ethics, gender
responsive language to ensure equal portrayal of women across all media platforms.

15
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Establish/Strengthen a media watchdog mechanism at the National Committee on Women to
monitor gender discrimination in media reporting.

Mechanism to ensure compliance of the advertising industry in safeguarding the dignity of
women and girls in all advertising material and to minimize gender stereotyping.

Legislation guaranteeing cyber safety for women with strict penalties for online harassment of
women, the criminalization of fake online accounts and unauthorized online disclosure and
dissemination of content (photographs, memes, emails etc.) shared privately between
individuals.

Strengthening redress agencies (ex. The Sri Lanka Computer Emergency Readiness Team) to
record and robustly respond to cyber harassment of women.

Guidelines to cyber-crime criminal investigative agencies on gender ethics such as
confidentiality, witness protection, and non-discrimination of women and gender minorities on
the basis of ethnicity, class and sexual orientation.

Use of the media to increase public awareness on cyber safety for women, citizen rights, and
mechanisms of redress in cases of cyber harm.

16



Thematic Area 04: Environment and Disaster Management

Policy Commitments

Enabling the voice and full participation of women, girls and gender minorities in the protection
and management of the environment.

Policy Objectives

e Toensure gender responsive management of the environment, disaster management and climate
action.

e To ensure the full and active participation of women, girls and gender minorities in all aspects
related to the environment.

Strategies

1. Develop a national plan on the inclusion of women, gender minorities and other marginalized
people in all policies, action plans and initiatives on environment management, climate action and
energy management ensuring voice and full engagement at all levels including at decision-making
levels.

2. Ensure women'’s participation in all levels of decision making on environmental issues including
in planning and environmental conservation strategies, disaster management, risk reduction,
rehabilitation and response and resettlement processes.

3. Integrate gender-responsive climate adaptation and mitigation policies and ensure initiatives take
into account both the impact of climate-related events such as natural disasters on women'’s
livelihoods and their specific contributions to climate adaptation

4. Ensure that existing and emerging climate finance mechanisms equally benefit women at all
levels.

5. Strengthen response for sexual and gender-based violence for women and girls during
preparedness, response and recovery during natural disasters.

6. Promote equal participation of women in decisions on land, forest and biodiversity management
to strengthen gender-responsive conservation.

7. Develop strategies that link conservation and sustainable use of ecosystems with economic
empowerment of women.

8. Strengthen the participation of women in the fisheries sector and harness their knowledge and

skills for marine and coastal conservation.

17
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Thematic Area 05: Equality in Decision-making

Policy Commitments

e Ensure women'’s full and effective participation and equal opportunity for leadership at all levels

of decision-making in political, economic and public life.
Policy Objectives

e To take affirmative action and adopt supportive national measures to ensure systemic support

for equal representation of women at the decision-making level in all sectors.
Strategies

1. Expand legislative quota systems at national and provincial level to increase women’s political
participation.

2. Conduct wide-spread awareness and education programmes including voter education
programmes reaching all parts of the country including rural areas that include the recognition
and promotion of shared work and parental responsibilities between men and women to
participate in public life.

3. Support and strengthen the Women Parliamentarians Caucus to identify and remedy gaps and
challenges to women’s increased participation in the political sphere.

4. Conduct qualitative studies on women’s participation at decision making in all spheres of public

life and address the gap between the positive outcomes of women'’s participation in education
and health and work carried out on women’s empowerment with the inadequate numbers of
women in power and decision-making.

18



Thematic Area 06: Access to Justice, Peace and Security

6.1. Access to Justice

Policy Commitments

Ensuring equal and equitable access to justice and dispute resolution.

Policy Objectives

e To promote equal and equitable access to justice through legislative, structural and procedural
reform.

e To provide support sensitive systems for women, girls and gender minorities to access justice to
remedy discrimination and gender-based violence faced by them.

e To create wide-spread awareness of rights and justice remedies among women, girls and gender
minorities.

Strategies

1. Enable the effective implementation of the National Human Rights Action Plan.

2. Create special measures to enhance access to justice for women, girls and gender minorities to
navigate the complex and intimidating justice process.

3. Strengthen additional and alternatives avenues to access justice for women, girls and gender
minorities.

4. Conduct education and awareness raising in law schools and in continuing legal education
programmes for judges, prosecutors and lawyers on access to justice for women, girls and gender
minorities

5. Raise awareness on legal rights and access to justice among women, girls and gender minorities
with special focus on intersectionalities such as ethnicity, religion, disability and place of
residence.

6. Adoptand implement with adequate resources and accountable oversight, a national plan on the
rights of prisoners including specific provisions on women and gender minorities.

7. Strengthen the legislative framework and normative obligations to prevent and respond

effectively for human trafficking.
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6.2. Peace and Security

Policy Commitments

e Ensuring the protection of women, girls and gender minorities and marginalized and vulnerable
men during times of war and conflict addressing protection and their full participation in peace
building and reconciliation.

Policy Objectives

® To ensure equal protection according to humanitarian norms in times of international or internal
armed conflict.
To promote equal leadership in formal and informal peacebuilding and post-conflict mechanisms.
To enhance women'’s role in conflict prevention, mediation, resolution and reconciliation.

Strategies

1. Review and revise Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) of 2011 to identify
areas that need to be implemented.

2. Resource, implement and monitor the National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security
2021.

3. Review and revise the National Framework for Women Headed Households to identify areas
that need to be implemented and ensure implementation with adequate resources and
oversight.

4. Ensure equal representation and consultation of women in reconciliation, transitional justice
and conflict resolution mechanisms.

5. Identify strategies to empower women with disabilities who were impacted by the long-term
war and conflict particularly under transitional arrangements with the end of armed conflict.
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Thematic Area 07: Freedom from Gender-based Violence

Policy Commitments

Ending all forms of sexual and gender-based violence against women and girls in the private,
public, professional and digital spheres.

Policy Objectives

e To ensure adequate preventive measures are taken to educate and raise awareness on gender-
based violence and gender norms that perpetuate violence.

e To ensure the availability, accessibility and affordability of survivor friendly medical, legal,
psychosocial, shelter and emergency support services to respond to survivors of gender-based
violence.

e To ensure prevention of gender-based violence due to harmful gender norms, gender
stereotyping and socio-cultural beliefs and the institutionalizing of such through legislation and
support services.

Strategies

1. Develop and implement the second iteration of the National Action Plan to address Sexual
and Gender-based Violence (SGBV) 2016-2020.

2. Allocate adequate resources to ensure a coordinated and effective implementation of national
policy and programs to address gender-based violence with stringent mechanisms for monitoring
and evaluation.

3. Promote law reform to address lacunas in the law and remove outdated and gender stereotyped
provisions that are inadequate to respond to real issues faced by all survivors of gender-based
violence.

4. Strengthen multi-stakeholder and inter-ministerial responses to provide holistic services to

victims of sexual and gender-based violence.
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Thematic Area 08: Children — with special focus on The Girl Child

Policy Commitments
e Ensuring all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect
children with special focus on the girl child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse,
while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

Policy Objectives
e To prevent and redress harmful practices, mental and physical violence, abuse, neglect, and

exploitation of children with special focus on girl children.
e Toenable the full enjoyment of educational, health and recreational rights of children with special

focus on girl children.

Strategies
1. Formulate a policy document that highlights current needs for the protection and empowerment
of children with special focus on the girl child with comprehensive redressal strategies and a
realistic timeline in line with the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, involving all

relevant institutions.
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GOVERNANCE, IMPLEMENTATION AND PARTNERSHIPS, AND RESOURCE
MOBILISATION

GOVERNANCE

The governance structure of the National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
recognizes the different state institutions, their mandates, and their interrelationship that impact on the
full realisation of women’s rights and gender equality. It relies on the State institutional architecture
impacts on gender equality and women’s rights in ensuring that the State respects, assures and protects
gender equality and women'’s rights and prevents the violation of rights by third parties and that the State
is obliged to implement policies and programmes in relation to gender equality and the rights of women,
men and gender minorities.

For the successful implementation of the National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment, assuring the appropriate framework that will guide, review and monitor the policy in line
with changing contexts is of utmost importance.

The governance of the National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment will rest with
the National Women’s Commission envisaged by the Act on Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment -2022 and Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment

IMPLEMENTATION AND PARTNERSHIPS

The implementation of the National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment will be led by
the relevant ministries with oversight from the Parliamentary Select Committee of Gender Equality and
the Parliamentary Women’s Caucus with participation on all government, non government, civil society
and private sector stakeholders. Olmplementation will ensure a supportive and coordinated approach
with the key line ministries, institutions of sub national governance, District and Divisional level State
structures and all State led agencies, non government sector and civil society and the private sector.

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment will ensure mainstreaming strategic
partnerships between government, civil society and grassroots organizations, private sector, the United
Nations and development partners as essential to ensure that priorities outlined in the policy will be
achieved through effective and holistic implementation that will ensure adequate resourcing,
sustainability and reach.
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Governance and Monitoring Mechanism

The President of Sri

Lanka

8 &

National Women’s Commission

Ministries

Parliamentary
Select Committee
of Gender Equality
and Parliamentary
Women’s Caucus

Sub National

Governance

Civil Society

Administrative
Structure at
District and

Divisional level

State agencies and
Institutions

RESOURCE MOBILISATION

Private Sector

Multi-lateral, bi-lateral,
international support

The Government of Sri Lanka will ensure the full resourcing of the National Policy on Gender Equality and
Women's Empowerment with monetary budget allocations through gender budgeting processes, human

resources and raising of external financial, technical and human resources.

The Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies

with the oversight of the

Parliamentary Select Committee on Gender Equality and Parliamentary Women’s Caucus will be key in
ensuring the periodic monitoring and review of implementation, capacitating implementation, systematic
data collection and periodic reporting on a quarterlybasis.
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